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TOGETHER IN MISSION! We hear more about being given the kingdom by our 
beautiful Savior and how we can bear “God’s creative and redeeming word to all 
the world.”   [Sundays and Seasons] 
 

WELCOME VISITORS: Help us know you; put an orange pew card into the offering plate. 
 

BREAKING THE SOUND BARRIER!  We invite you to try one of our listening devices to 
allow you to sit anywhere in the sanctuary. They are available by speaking to an usher. 
 

PINK PRAYER CARDS:  You may write names for prayer on a pink card found in the 
pew rack. Please place your card on the altar rail for inclusion in the prayers of the 
day. If you wish a name to be added to our printed prayer list (for four weeks) 
please write “Prayer List” on the card. Please be sure this prayer request is 
approved by the person for whom we are praying. 
 

“LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER!”  Christ Lutheran’s Prayer Chain is available daily for 
prayer for members, friends and family.   You may call JoAnn Sallo, chairperson at 
201-666-2156 or the church office with your joys or concerns. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION:  All who are baptized are invited to the table where Christ is 
bodily present in the bread and wine. At the directions of our ushers, all who are 
able kneel at the rail to receive this gift. The individual cups contain wine and grape 
juice (grape juice is in the center of the tray). A common cup with wine is also 
available. Children who commune should hold out their hands to the server.  
 

NURSERY FACILITIES: There is a self-serve Nursery and Infant Room for young children 
accompanied by their parents. The Infant Room contains a bathroom with a changing 
table. These rooms are located along the hallway from the side door of the sanctuary. 
 

NEED AN OFFERING ENVELOPE?  We have envelopes in the pews for you. Please 
include your contact information or envelope number.  We also accept checks 
online.   Visit our website (www.clc4u.com) and click on “Give” to learn how to set 
up an account with your bank information. Thank you for your gift! 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Pastor: Rev. Marc A. Stutzel 
Director of Music: Argine Safari 
Director of Youth Choirs: David Scance 
Administrative Assistant: Doris Crouse 
32 Pascack Rd., Woodcliff Lake, NJ 07677  
201-391-4224 clc4u2@verizon.net 

Share with us at clc4u.com  

 facebook.com/clc4u 

 
instagram.com/clc4u 

 @christwoodcliff 

Open Summer Sundays: 9:30 am 

http://www.clc4u.com/
mailto:clc4u2@verizon.net
http://www.clc4u.com/


PRELUDE 
 

CONGREGATION ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PRAYER REQUESTS 
          [Pink prayer cards with your joys or concerns may be placed on the altar rail.] 
 

[For today’s worship all portions in italics will be spoken by our worship leaders. Congregational responses are 
in bold-faced type.] 

 

[Please stand as you are able.] 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 who forgives all our sin, 
Whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, 
 let us remember the gift of baptism and confess our sin. 
 

God of mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
 against one another, 
 and against the earth entrusted to our care. 
We are worried and distracted by many things, 
 and we fail to love you above all else. 
We store up treasures for ourselves 
 and turn away from our neighbors in need. 
Forgive us, that we may live in the freedom of your Son, 
 Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

When we were laid low by sin and guilt, 
 God made us alive together with Christ, 

 forgiving us ☩ all our trespasses 

 by taking our sins to the cross. 
For freedom Christ has set us free: 
Rejoice in this good news! 
Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.   
And also with you. 
 

[We share the peace via handshake or the peace sign.] 



 
[Remain standing] 

GATHERING SONG – “Beautiful Savior”    [ELW 838, all verses] 

 
 [Text and Music Copyright Holder:  Public Domain] 

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.     
And also with you. 



 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray. Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your 
church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive 
you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON    [The congregation may sit] 
 

THE READING – Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 
2Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3By faith we understand that the 
worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from  
things that are not visible. 
  8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was 
to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going.      
9By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, 
living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 
10For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and 
builder is God. 11By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too 
old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who had 
promised. 12Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants 
were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand 
by the seashore.” 
  13All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a 
distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and 
foreigners on the earth, 14for people who speak in this way make it clear that they 
are seeking a homeland. 15If they had been thinking of the land that they had left 
behind, they would have had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a 
better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called 
their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 
The Word of the Lord.     
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL according to St. Luke 12:32-40    [Please stand as you are able.] 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus said: 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to 
give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for 
yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief 
comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also. 
 
  35“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are waiting 
for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the 
door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those slaves whom the 
master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have 
them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 38If he comes during the 
middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 
 
  39“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was 
coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also must be ready, 
for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 
The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON – “Being Ready is Exhausting”    [The congregation may sit.] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

[Please stand as you are able.] 

HYMN OF THE DAY –  “It Is Well With My Soul”    [all verses] 

 
[Hymn continues on the following page.] 



 

 
 



 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED    [Please remain standing.] 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    
Treasuring your promise to hear us when we call, we pray for the church, those in 
need, and all of your creation.    [A brief silence.] 
 
Lord God, bless and send your church out from each place of worship to be a light to 
the nations. We pray for our bishops Elizabeth and Tracie, synod councils, and all 
who serve on the church council. Wherever we set out in faith, equip us to share our 
hope in Jesus Christ. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Bless and protect your creation, raising up stewards and innovators to nourish and 
sustain natural wonders too many to number. Protect bees and butterflies, conserve 
all wildlife, and send sun and rain where they are needed. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Holy One, you formed the church to announce the words of eternal life to the world. 
Equip the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America which concluded its Church wide 
Assembly yesterday to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ. Gather the church 
together into one body for the sake of our shared mission to tell of the love of God. 
Filled with your Word, turn the church inside out so that we might live lives that 
proclaim your freedom and renewal to all the world. Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 
 
 



 
 
Bless and govern the nations, uniting all humankind in seeking justice and peace.  We 
pray for Donald, the President, Cory and Robert, NJ Senators, and Josh, NJ 
Representative.  Fashion our hearts and guide our deeds in love. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Bless and comfort those in need, providing shelter to those without homes, food for 
those who hunger, companionship to those who are lonely, and health to the sick, 
especially: 
 

Beverly Albert, Dolores Albert,  Elizabeth Danko, Dave,  Ken Eastlund,  Jackson Fehr, 
Flynn, Katie, Kim Herrera, Mae Hulburt, Kenny Kapusta, Tracy Klempmer,  

Camp Koinonia, Kristi, Lorraine and Jack Sadlon, Jimmy Saladino, Nancy Sweet, 
the family of Marguerite Kleis 

 
Be their help and their shield. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Bless and sustain those wanting but unable to bear children, those in the adoption 
process, and children longing for parents. Welcome in love those who seek homes in 
a new community or country, and give us eyes to see and hearts to respond to the 
needs of our newest neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Keep in your care the faithful loved ones who have died in Christ until we join them 
in the everlasting city, whose architect and builder is God. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
All these things and more we ask in the name of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ, by the 
power of your Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



THE OFFERING IS TAKEN  
 

THE ELEMENTS ARE RECEIVED AND THE OFFERTORY IS SUNG 
 
[Please stand as you are able.] 

OFFERTORY SONG – “Jesus Loves Me!”    [ELW 595, verses 1 and 2]  

 
[Text and Music Copyright Holder:  Public Domain] 
 

OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray. God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures 
forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us 
with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 



HOLY COMMUNION 
The Lord be with you.    
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.    
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 

Come, not because you are perfect but because, through Christ Jesus, you are 
invited. 
 

 [The congregation may sit.] 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

[All are invited to the Table where Christ is bodily present in the bread and drink. 
At the direction of our ushers, everyone who is able kneels at the rail.  

Bread will be distributed first (gluten free wafers are available),  
followed by wine and grape juice in individual cups. A chalice with wine is also available.  

Children and all who have not received First Communion will receive a blessing. 
The body of Christ, given for you.  
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  

Amen.] 



COMMUNION SONG – “Mighty to Save”    [Words and Music by Reuben Morgan and Ben Fielding] 

 
[Song continues on the following page.] 



 
[Song continues on the following page.] 



 
 [Please stand as you are able.] 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. On God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you 
have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in 
the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 



THE BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG – “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”    [ELW 779, all verses] 

 
[Text and Music Copyright Holder:  Public Domain] 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  



REFLECTION                                                                                      Pastor Marc A. Stutzel    
I'm going to begin my reflection with the words from Mary Foskett, Professor of 
Religious Studies at Wake Forest:  
 One of the most humbling and uplifting congregational milestones one can 
experience is the celebration of a church’s anniversary... 
 Because of the human tendency to see the events and challenges of our time 
as being particularly difficult or momentous, it is easy to overlook what generations 
before us had to face and overcome. Occasions like church anniversaries provide us 
opportunities to look back and learn from those witnesses to the Gospel who 
preceded us. Truth be told, every community experiences a season of 
discouragement or listlessness at one time or another. In such a season, calling 
upon the memories of those who have gone before us can be a powerful source of 
encouragement and inspiration. 
 The opening verse in our first reading today is one you might know well. We 
often define faith as belief in thing we can't see and when I was younger, I took that 
literally. I felt I was asked to believe in something that was more of a myth than a 
reality. It wasn't until I started going to church as a young adult that I discovered I 
needed to change my definition of faith. Faith is more than asserting that some 
belief is true. Faith is always rooted in trust. Trust forms within a relationship and 
that relationship takes work and practice. God decided that our faith should be 
rooted in the promise that God is with us through the long-haul. God doesn't make 
a commitment for a moment; God chooses to be with us, forever. The opening verse 
in this reading isn't defining faith as only a belief. Rather, it's a promise that faith 
forms as we live our life. And that living takes time.  
 A tool we can use to discover the faith God has given us is the practice of self-
reflection. We're invited to remember where we were, what we were doing, and 
what truly happened. We're called to finally recognize when we met Jesus. And 
we're asked to name those moments when Jesus felt far away. Even if we're 
ashamed to admit all those times when Jesus was far from our thoughts, that's 
okay Self-reflection is never easy and will bring up experiences that we need to 
process. But when we look back, we do more than grow nostalgic for a 
romanticized version of our past. We end up reaffirming the hope we've already 
been given in our baptism and in our faith. No matter what is happening in your life 
right now, you are bound to the promises of God. That promise has already been 
made real in the lives of your family, friends, and in those who came before us. You 
are part of something bigger than yourself - and that promise will be what carries 
you through.   


